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From the President

Do you remember the story about Stone Soup? The Stone tBoys s very old one.
We do not know when the story was first told, but versions of the Stone Soup story we
told throughout Europe. It came to North America
with European settlers. There is a version from tk
American Civil War. The story hassie moved
around the world, even to Northern Kenya. Ston
Soup is a story about making something from
nothing. A gooetasting soup, beginning with a
stone and boiling water, becomes a fabulous so
with the addition of a little bit of this and that.
At heart, the traditional story is a trickster tale.
Typically, the person starting the soup is a begg
who is denied the food he requests from someone
living in a house, or even in a mansion. In many &%
versions, including in the American Civil War 78
version, the beggar is a soldier looking for food. &
You can check out the following link for the full =
version of the story. http://youtu. be/PngcWSijg

...........

PCARS is a lot like the stone soup. It started from nothing, everyone added a little i
whatthey had, and look at what we've got today! While PCARS is an amazing succesy
if it ended right now, | don't think any one of us wants that to happen. To take PCARS
next level is like starting the whole story over from the beginniagly this time instead of
only have a few whose talents we could draw on, we've got a substantial membership
work with. Everyone needs to step up and offer what they can to help the club grow.
don't want to burn out anyone who feels they have woduething because no one else wi
If that happens, the whole club is the looser. As we move forward we've got a lot of pr
and activities that need people to make them work. If everyone of us just helps out a lif
it would be truly awesomwhat PCARS could achieve!
interests.

First and foremost just show up. PCARS is successful because of the large and divj
group of hams we have at our meetings and events. Each time you sit out, it makes it
sit out on the next onePretty soon your not having fun, attendance is down, and no one|
explain what happened. In the end, you'll wish you had been a more active member, g
the things you enjoy with your family and friends. No one from their death bed ever sa

they wish they could have seen one moreureof Happy Days or Do You Think You Can
Dance.
Continued on Page

Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARSJhe RADIOGRAM i August 20127 Pagel of 28



In This Issue of The RADIQGRAM

Affiliated Club News 21 Ohio B-B-QSO Party flier 27
Charlie the Tuner HF High Lites 16 One More Tower Climb 18
Contest Calendar 4 Paper Chase 6
Disassembly CompleteHeathkit 14 Patches & Stickers, PCARS 8
DXCC Year Bod 23 Pictures from thduly Meeting 24
EmComm- In Memoriam 12 Pictures from the PCARS Picni| 25
Ham License Plates Wanted 11 President, From the 1
Hamfest Calendar 20 Public Service Events 21
Happy Birthday 6 QST EMail 10
Heavenly Day, It's Gay 7 Some Words from Weaver 13
Lost in Translation 9 SwapN-Shop 10
Mark Your Calendars 4 Thanks & 73 23
Meetings, PCARS 23 VE Test Sessions 5
Mobile Cruiseln Flier 26 Vice President, From the 3
Net (Thursday) Info & NCS Schedu| 8 Yahoo Group 4
Ohio ARRL State Conventiobetails| 19

Visit the PCARS Website altittp://www.portcars.org

O

=~ PCARS K8 B F
WWw.portcars.org

AMATEUR RADIO

From the President continued from Page 1

Be a net control operator. oNonly is it fun, but it gives everyone in the club an opportunity to get to kng
you better, while at the same time you're learning their names and calls. It's a good place to start if you
get involved with EmComm as running a net might be reguof you and it's a less stressful way to get the
hang of it.

Be a teacher at one of our Tech or General upgrade classes. Agal
you get a chance to learn to know the members of the class and t
get a chance to know who you are on a much maws®opal level than
just saying hi to each other at a meeting. When you teach, you ge
chance to go over the material and learn it better for yourself, as
There are concepts in radio theory that | never really understood (g
though | could anser the question) until | got involved with teaching
the classes. It's made me a better ham, and it just might help you
too!

When PCARS puts on an event (FYAO, Club Picnic, OSPOTA,
Cruise In, Christmas Party, SIG, Field Day, to name a few)aistak
planning and execution to pull it off. | promise, you'll be an instant
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with the Officer's when you volunteer to help with any of the PCARS programs.

Got some good ideas? Please, let me know. We're always looking for new and creative wagyfuto ik
our hobby and with our club.

| know everyone has a different level of commitment, availability, talent, whatever. | don't expect evelfyone
to jump into every project with their hair on fire! But please, do what you can. All you canadloyou can
do. But all you can do is enough. Thank you to every one of you for being a member of PCARS and forthe
unique talents and skills that you bring to the dlub.
73,
Tom, WB8LCD

From the Vice President

As | write this, the OpengCeremony of the Olympics is unfolding, portraying the entire hisibGreat
Britain in a gigantic Broadway musical extravaganza. Sadly, this spectacle leaves out noted English invgntor
Marconi and his brilliant worl€hanging invention, the radio. Suc a pi t y é

Amateur Radio is frequently a solitary pastime. | think that when ypu
mention ham radio, most people imagine some old guy with headphones,
alone the basement barking into a microphone. On the other hand,
PCARS was founded on the idea thain radio is more fun when several
amateurs get together and combine efforts.

Case in point: PCARS Field Day. Is there any radio event anywhefe
thatdos a better time? Many peopl e
amount of planning. And everyoimevolved came away happy, spotty
band conditions notwithstanding.

We have two events coming up that most folks who participate,
usually do it alone. The Cruise In on August 15th and the Ohio State
Parks on the Air contest on September 8th, are typiaaseries of one
man shows. This time, | suggest that you do it a little differently: Grab a
fellow ham (or two or three) and see what you can really accomplish
when you put your heads together.

I n fact, go out and i owalithatwels ome c
(one of our many new hams, for instance) and invite them to participdte
in the event with you. We pride ourselves on being open and friendly to anyone with an interest in ham radio.
That 6s another fine PCARS founding principle.

Ohand just for the record: The Summer Ol ympicsl r
Volleyball. There, somebody had to say it.

Bill, WBILBI
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PCARS Yahoo Site S

Members are reminded that PCARS has a Yahoo Group dedicated to PCARS “ll%% S
information. It's a great site to sign up for and get on the mailing list. Check out the QO(, S
PCARS Yahoo Group altttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/PCARS/

Mark Your Calendars
On the calendar for upcoming pieg topics and activities are:

1 August15" - Cruise-In at the A&W in Ravenna

1 August 18'- PCARS Meeting- Linux for the Ham Shack by TerriKBBAMZ

1 August25" - Ohio B-B-QSO Party - Club Site (see flier)

1 September 1D- PCARS Meeting- How Amateur Television Works, by GlenikASCMD

Special InterestGroups - Every Month at the Club Site- 7 pm
1 First Tuesday - Digital Special Interest Group
1 Second Tuesday QRP/CW Special Interest Group
1 Third Tuesday - MARS Special Interest Grougnd the
- Antenna Special Interest Group
1 Fourth Tuesday- DX & Contest Special Interest Group
1 Fifth Tuesday - Linux for Hams Special Interest Group

FourthThursday - NetNight at the club site 6:30 pm

AugustContest Calendar

August 2012

10- 10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB 0001Z, Aug 4 to 23597, Aug 5

North American QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Aug 4 to 0600Z, Aug 5

ARRL UHF Contest 1800Z, Aug 4 to 1800Z, Aug 5

Maryland - DC QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 11 to 2400Z, Aug 12

ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 0600 local, Aug 18 to 2400 local, Aug 19
North American QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Aug 18 to 0600Z, Aug 19

Hawaii QSO Party 0700Z, Aug 25 to 2200Z, Aug 26

Ohio QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 25 to 0400Z, Aug 26

Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARS)he RADIOGRAM i August 2012 Page4 of 28



http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PCARS/

PCARS VE Test Sessions

PCARS VE sessions are scheduled for the first Saturday of every even numbered month.
August 4 ~October 6 ~ December 1

VE sessions for Technician, General & Amateur Extra start at 10:00 am at the PCARS CQiur0Site
Oakwood Street in Ravenna. Wallls are always welcome. We look forward to seeing you there.

ON EXAM DAY BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

1.A | egal photo ID (drivero6s |license, passport)|.

2. When no photo ID is available, two forms of identification must be
presented: ARRL VEC
S. E_onphotq_lD/dnvers license (some states still have them) W Amareur rabio
. birth certificate (must have the appropriate seal) ¥ VOLUNTEER EXAMINER
c. social security card
d. library card
e. utility bill, bank statement or other business correspondence that
specifically names the person; or a postmarked envelope addressed to the person at his or her
mailing address as it appears on the Form 605

3. Students may bring any of the above items and/or a school ID, minor's work permit, report card, or a |
guardian may present a photo ID.

4.Bring your Social Security Number (SSN) or yo
are equired by the FCC to submit either your SSN or your FRN number with your license application f
If you prefer not to give your SSN at the exam session, then you may register your SSN with the FCC
exam day. Once you have a FCC issued FRN, younmdgnger use your SSN on the application. For

CUITE

bgal

ur
orm.
befo

instructions on how to register your SSN with the FCC and receive a FRN, visit the FCC's FAQ page and t

FCC's registration instructions page.

5. If applicable, bring the original and a photocopy of yaurent Amateur Radio license and any Certificate
of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) you may hold from previous exam sessions. The
photocopy(s) will not be returned.

6. A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. ¥puaob bring any written notes
or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic tables are acceptable, as long as thg
of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be silenced or turned off during the exam session and the phc

Ul

by're
nes'

calcultor function may not be used. In addition, iPhones, iPads, Androids, smartphones, Blackberry device

and all similar electronic devices with a calculator capability, may NOT be used.

7. Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam sessidrbfiee@D. If using a check or money
order, the payee is "ARRVEC".

Rex, NX8G
PCARS VE Team Liaison
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Paper Chase

Last year the biggest event coming out of England was the weddin
Prince William and Kate Middleton. You might remember | wrdiets it
and like many of you | received many @Stommemorating the event.
The most beautiful of them | share with you. The call, GRBWas good
for only one day and/as restricted to 100 Qs. | feel extremely fortunate’ S

This year there is anath special event going on in England, "The Olympics", and as with the wedding there
will also be special event stations on the air. Though the number of stations is not known, two stations Have
received special callsign2012L in London an®2012Win Wales. The QSL route is via G4AWNF for Londop
and GW1FKY for Wales. Their operating frequencies are:

160m 1.833, 1.843 MHz 80m 3.523, 3.783 MHz 40m 7.023, 7.043, 7.083, 7.143 MH
30m 10.103 MHz 20m 14.023, 14.073, 14.173, 14.273 M 17m 18.083 18.103, 18.133 MHz
15m 21.023, 21.083, 21.283 MHZ 12m 24.903, 24.923, 24.963 MHz 10m 28.023, 28.083, 28.483 MHz
6m 50.093, 50.133 MHz 2m 144.293 MHz (SSB) 2m 145.500 MHz, then QSY (FM)

Remember to claim the Brendan Trophies if you make a 2 natéaat!

\v

If you are not into the DX Paper Chasing, there are two local events that should be fairly easy to maks
contact with. On the 4th aridh of August, the Annual Pro Football Hall of Fame Festival will be on the air
from 8am to 4pm using thelbalgn WS8AL . Look for them near 7.265, 14.265,21.365 and 28.365. Vb
e - . ... acquire a certificate, send a QSL card and $2 to Roger Gray W8VE,
3506 21st St NW, Canton OH 44708.

Presented To

TEUR STATION /S8 HNEO . . . .
e et S Another local special event is Twins Day from Twinsburg.

fom estnblisivn-eomtat. uith v, KB8BLP will be on he air from 11am till 6pm the 5th through the
i |1 Readh | RO 8th. A QSL card can be obtained from Richard Feldman, KBHGY|,
kit Al : i= Box 30, East Liverpool, OH 43920. If you are lucky enough to visit
R . the festival, you are welcome to operate the special event station
HOMEOF THE PRO FOOTBALLHALLOFEAME B9 The statioris scheduled to operate on 7.210, 14.260, 18.130 and
: * 21.250.
Hope to hear you in the pilep,

Joe, W8KNO

Happy Birthday PCARS Members
PCARS members having a birthdayAogust

N8WWG  Kenneth Wyckoff KB8TUY Mike Ryan
KD8OKK RosemaryCibella N6TL Randy Wilson
VeeWard K8GI  Rick Patterson
WDS8RAY Ray Woods KB8VJL Al Atkins, Sr.
KD8PTQ Mark Ladd KD8JCY Sandra Getty
WB8RJG Ron Good ACITT Jim Moon
KD8CGH Robert Benedict NC8T Paul Tait
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Heavenly Day, 1tbés Gay

| really enjoyed the July PCARS meeting with Jim Kvochick, WB8AZP, a
the speaker. | think his demonstration on the Arduino processor opens up
sorts of possibilities for projects, and congratulations to those of you who
the kits. Ted & | have kawn Jim for the 36 (gasp) years that | have been a
ham. He is always knowledgeable and immensely entertaining as a speak
When you talk to him again ask him about one of the first mobile phones in
Akron area. That was the subject of a show & taltthie Cuyahoga Falls
Amateur Radio Club, and we all had to trudge out to his car to see it. We &
speculated if the cost of a mobile phone would ever go below $1000.

Ted & | attended the recent Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club meetin;
One of tle sedbns of the program was Frank W8EZT, who showed what he T
was doing with Arduino, after being inspired by WB8AZP. Frank pointed out how easy it is to Work Wlth It.

Tedds recent fAhome brewo project 3wasltwas boibforlthe g|h t
Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day parade, which honored the Coast Guard this year. Ted and Kenny Wyckoff,
N8WGG, are both Coast Guard Veterans and built a float for the parade. The float will also made an
appearance in the Stowhdof July Parade.

Thatos Ted |ne
lighthouse and Kenny
standing beside the trailer
wheel. There is a framed
certificate from the parade
| committee hanging in the
lobby of On Tap next to the
bulletin board. Ted &
Kenny are members of
BuckeyeCoasties, as is
another PCARS member
Bob Posar, KBBCWT.

Public Service:
The Black Squirrel Adventure Race in Kent is Aug. 4, and | thank all who have signed up to work it. 1{hope
there is enough water in the river to float the canoes and kayaks in i

August 26 is Bellefaire. That is a Abike event through 5 jurisdictions starting in Shaker Heights. This |s
always an enjoyable race and it benefits Bellefaire school. | am still looking for help on this one.

I know | have been capicuously absent from the net recently. | have taken up two new activities
recentlyé stamping & card making, which meets |
play the autoharp with a group that plays bluegrass and New Orleans jazzpitn meets on Thursdays as
well. | miss checking in, but | am having fun learning new things, Tdwt covers it for this month.

73,

Gay, WB8VNO
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PCARS Patches & Stickers

PCARS logo patches &
stickers are now
available!! Put the
patd on your hat, your

AT AGYPOR TAGE

P ouNTY|counTy shirt, your jacket and
»:D]; s show off that PCARS
sERVYSERVICE logo!! The patch is

o about3". The
embroidery on the white
patch is
in Red,

Black and Blue. Cost for a patch is $2.00 each and
can be obtained at any PCARS meeting. There arg
2 types of sticker available a 4" x 6" oval and a

3" x 10" bumper sticker. Stickers are $1 each.
Show your pride in PCARSWear a patch, use the
stickers! If you would like to order by mail contact
the club Treasurer:

George K3GPat: K3GP@portcars.org

PCARS o |
Join Now '

. Discover the FUN

PCARS Thursday Net Control

Thank you all for helping with this! Anytime you are unable to take the net, please give me as much
advance warning as possible!

August September October
2 | KDSICR 6 | WB2DFC 4 | KDSICR
KSBF 9 | KD8ICY 13 | KBSUHN 11 | WBSLCD
16 | N8QE 20 | N8RLG 18 open
AMATEUR RADIO 23 | KB8UUZ 27 | K8IV 25 | KB8UUZ
30 | KC8PD

The PCARS net iBun - tell your friends to check in via RF or EchoLink! If you have not teeélet
Control Operator for PCARS and would like to give it a shot, please contact WB8&it:CD @portcars.org
Everyone who is a club member is welcome to have a turn!

Hope to hear you on the net

Tom, WBSLCD
PCARS Net Control Coordinator
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Lost in Translation

Have you ever used one of thellore translation services that takes a document written in a foreign
language and converts it to English? If so, you may have found the results to be amusing iogconfioisth.

| was the lucky winner of the Alliance Amateur Radio
Clubdés Field Day raffle a

®
way, the pronunciation of the company name is somethi \\\ wouxun
|l i kehhagd nodnd wbx most o. _ .

Well,aslrad t he owners manual (yes, some of wus ac
the phrasing. And it made me wonder whether the manual was written by someone for whom English w
be polite, not their primary language, or, more likelyy through a translating program that produced these
gems. All are exact quotes.

From the AGetting Startedo page describing th
screen when powing on. Please refer the below tabletoleavh at t he i ndi cator s
of reminds me of the sign at the Amish farm: A

For the Menu Lock Function: ASomet

frequently, you can lock the menu viathe pppgnmi ng soft war e. (

Should the radio not operate prope
faulty, please double check according te thain problems as following chart. If the
problems are still happening, please reset it to avoid some misfunctional operati
search for assistance from the experienced technician or contact your seller accordingly.

The manual wraps up withth8:Wouxun endeavors to achieve the
manual, but it is still not perfect for any possible omissions or printing errors. All the above is subject to
updated without prior notice. o

As Yoda from Star Wars may haveput : A The manual hel pful it ha

Jim, KC8PD
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How about the squelch function? i B
enough to turn on the squelch function, and when it is weak enough to turn off th
squelch function. When the squelch is on, there is vaire the loudspeaker for all
of the signaling set by the transcei

I donodot think that is exactly how
Manual.

And the power save mode? AWhen th

be offfor the moment, and the-getivate to detect the signals for a while, in order {o
reduce the battery capacity consumpt|i
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QST Email

Just a quick note about the PCARS QST email program. This is a way that any email of interest to the wh

club can be sent by using the address@portcars.orglf you send smething to that address, it will be sent tp
a moderator, and the moderator will epge it if it meets the criteria of being of interest to the whole club and
ham radio related. The moderator will reject it if it's a cute story about what your sisteasdkid the waiter at
the restaurant last weekend.

Anyone can send a message to the QST address, but the moderator will determine whether it goes throug

not. Don't take it personal if it doesn't. If you send 0Q&, always include your eail address in it so any
response i s sent directly to you. QST systemuandiifryaup |
response is not of interest to the whole club the moderator will reject it.

Always respond to the email a@gds given in the text of any communication!

SwapN-Shop

FOR SALE: 60 wsittehe |1 9coa bri aiidéeegstype, 680 (Rhave tv@)s s,

FOR SALE: Telewave PS4502power splitter, 406612MHz, new, Tessco #65228, $652/12)

FOR SALE: Diamond D-130Jdiscone antenna, ZB300MHz, never used outside, $dduz/12;

FOR SALE: Decibel Products DB8802BA100remote metering power meter and alarm,-2060MHz, $7Qqg/02/12]

FORSALE:1-1/ 40 tr ans mi2&sLDi6omrl imoe ei,t iuosne,d wint hy otowlo @fiehicd connect
Contact Rick - K8GI @portcars.org

FOR SALE: Icom ID -880H 2m/70cm transceiver, {Star ready. Includes transceiver, microphdremsceiver mounting bracket,
manual, RT Systems USPO programming cable, RT Systems WCS880 programming/Cloning software, kStar Data cable, and
0riginal box. %50.0(109/02/12]

Contact Rick - KBCAV @portcars.ay

FOR SALE: Used Leviton 430C12W125/250V 30A watertight pin & sleeve conneetocellent condition $8@2/2012
FORSALE:Andr ew 2206 S&iBgumpetswith N-m&el&DIN-male connectors. Also incled an extra Nnale for
building a custom length fhale to Nmale cable $30 ea. (10 Availabjg)o12)
FOR SALE: Andr ew 250Bjunperpwatt Nmble & DINFngalk 4onnectors. $20 each. . (10 AvailaRl@)oiz
FOR SALE: Astron RS-70M i 13.8Volt Regulated Power Supply w/Voltmeter & Ammeter. Rated 57.0A Continuous Duty, 70A
ICAS 50% Duty Cycle $24@/5/2012
FOR SALE: Astron RS-50M i 13.8 Volt Regulated Power Supply w/Voltmeter & Ammeter. Rated 37.0A Continuous Duty, 504
ICAS 50% Duty CyC|e$175[8/2/2012]
FOR SALE: DeWalt 18 Volt Cor dnbdelDE9I83 Wi badeReR & thargenie aarryidg case $75 K i
8/2/2012
[F @) R] SALE: DeWalt 18 Vol t CdReddSawktmbdel DWFP driHamdmmedet DWD38iRécip Saw
w/2 batteries & charger NO CASE $190,017
FOR SALE: New In Box GE Contactors;g012]

GE CL01A400TJ Contactor 4 poles rated 25A @ 600V, 120V Coil $25 (2 Available)

GE CL01D310TD Contactor 4 poles rated 25A @ 600V, 24V Coil $30 (2 Available)

GE (.25A300T Contactor 4 poles rated 32A @ 600V, 120V Coil $35 (2 Available)
FOR SALE: Bolt on Aux Contact Setfor any of the above contactors witfND & 1-NCSet of contacts $2 @012
FOR SALE: 1 0 foPdesk oréabléddpaCzeatforradiobbne 42060 x 680 costgpyer $100
FOR SALE: Converter Concepts Power Supply90-250VAC Input. Output #1 +12VDC, @2.5A. Output #2VDC, @ 1.5A.
Output #3 +5VDC, @ 12A. $20 (2 Availablg)/017)
FOR SALE: Ferraz-Shawmut ULTRASAFE® Fuse Holders DIN Rail Mount, Blown Fuse Indicator $3 ea (25 Availalgoi2
FOR SALE: LINKSYS by Cisco EtherFast ®10/100 5 port work group switch $0/2012]

-
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FOR SALE: Station Ground Bars military surplus MADE IN U.S.A. by COLE HERSEE of Boston, M#8 ea. (Less than 40 out
of the original 60 remainingz2o012]
FOR SALE: Small supply of Heliax connectordor sale. Contact me with your neeg@gxo12)

Contact James- KD8VT @portcars.or@r call 330206-4909

FOR SALE: 7" Screen GPS- Great for all you APRS & EMCOMM people, or for those that have an Ice#0@ mobile (you can
use the GPS to also display the7Q00 screen through a video port)SA Maps loaded, duch Screen, Aux InpuBrand new,
original box, manual with everything including suction mouB®.80 140212

Contact Tom- KB8UUZ @portcars.org

Editor's Note: Ads for PCARS members run for 3 months then are dropped from the listing UNLESS you send it in again. Each ad
will have an expiration date that looks likgoon2 This will help keep the listings current.

Amateur Radio License Plates Wanted

Y RNELIER  GSEJ f PER « OHIQ, * OHIO . .
Dig out an old amateur radio
B . (E.KBBR“ Kcapn NBBLCD KBBUUZ call sign license plate (with your
oo, Lome - present call sign), clean it up and
"BRLG iKI]?H.Z_ N8,;;]‘|;C NBKBX NBKNU KBBSZI bring it to be permanently affixed
s Gt dSp— "« oo | om0 [} to the wall in the club station.

JD&JCY KBBTUY KBBDPN NBGIE MBRJG_

wwrznnao - = || B -AwATEUR D0 - = We have 42 plates now, but we
” ¢ OHIQ, y “ -ww_

“NIGG | NSEQJ | KDBDFH ((MBBJFE KDBEPR  KCBRIR  rario s mates on yoweniaes

3 -amatEUR RADIO - — 1 AMATEUR RADIO - \ 67] ° AMATEUR RADIO (2] mnzuammo - AMATEUR RADIQ * =

* 0. .° OMIO - m—r— ——— \\/e|| for those of you in Ohio, you

‘ KDBHQ lKﬂgEBDVJ !S%P 'ML KDBG“Y KnanK_ can get the platessenttoyo;J by

S 17 = -. ()Hl() L | i Li B
JOBINR_KBDER | KOJMA LEBEY N8I TWAIE  orice ana fiing out he specia
e ‘«f”(’f}"ﬁ?)”y ORI e It 0 ) [ eQHOSe T SMSIE= - plate registration form.
WNBFEY | MOBCVA, NOWHT. 3 BBAKE  NBGHL WDGKCH.

We have room forYOURHam Radio licenseplate

It costs about $20 the first time
for the bureau fee, mailing fee, ang
Amateur Radio plate fee. When
renewal time comes around for your Amateur Radio, you can get NEW plates issued (same call sign).

Then you'll have an old plate to bring in to get hung up as a permanent part of PCARS history. The officia
form for obtaining pur Ohio Amateur Radio license plates is on the PCARS Yahoo Group site.

M’iiw including Practice Exam Software $Mi,;b,e 2
- » from PCARS

= Con'rac'r Geof‘ge I(3GP<‘9IW"*C':"s °"9 <t
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. G ”'
EmComm- In Memoriam : M .

On July 17th, John Mason, the Assistant Director of the Portage Cous
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (EMA), pas
away. John diettom an apparent heart ailment as he was driving home
from work.

John, who was also a Captain with the Suffield Fire Department, ser
as a Paramedikirefighter, had been with the EMA since 2004. The
breadth and depth of his knowledge of emecgananagement as well as
EMS and fire service operations was simply unmatched in this area.

He was the driving force behind the implementation of the Incident
Command System by local first responders. He recognized that ICS
concepts and practiceqpmied to incidents and events that were both lar
and small, were invaluable for coordinating the effort and enhancing
responder safety. Thanks to John, the county now has its own Inciden
Management Assistance Team.

Johnos vi sihatthe EMArcould fillas arresduree far area public agencies and first respong
wi || |l ive on. It is reflected in his projects
Operations Center, the fleet of vehicles and equipmentthae EMA can depl oy, an

vehicle storage and maintenance facility on SR 59.

Quite simply, John Mason was an invaluable resource and {teegyy for anyone with emergency
management or ICS questions.

Not only a leaderJohn was a friend and mentor to many of us. He was a patient and persistent teachg
was never reluctant to take the time and expend the effort to improve our skills and knowledge.

John was there from day one when the RACES unit began opeftadicikagn 2007. He was a quiet observg
for those first few years as he assessed what we were capable of doing. When he was confident that he
rely on us he expanded our opportunities within the EMA, encouraging us to take on tasks outside tlie re
amateur radio.

He steered us into advanced ICS training and offered us the opportunity to be members of the Incide
Management Assistance Team. He was there for
which John took prideinasia exampl e of how volunteers can be

Johnés unfl appable and calm demeanor were a s
him. His deliberate and detailed approach as a first responder and imsateager could also be seen in the
craftsmanship of his carpentry and construction skills.

John always expected everyone to perform to the best of their ability. He gave us the training and tog

achieve our missi on 6 adeaearlthattha overall missioe was movedansportant thiam

the individuals who staffed the team. John would expect all of us to continue on even though he is gone
that is how we can honor his memory.

He will be missed by all of us. Godspeddhn.

Jim, KC8PD/AAM5EOH

Radio Officer, Portage County OHS/EMA Communications Unit/RACES
EC, ARES" of Portage County

Emergency Operations Officer, Ohio Army MARS
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Some Words From Weaver

Ohio QSO Party August 25

From the Ohio QSO Party 8% Site: "The Ohio QSO Party occurs onfthath Saturday of August. The

contest period extends from 1200 E[mbon] to 2400 EDT [midnight] (1600Z Saturday until 0400Z Sunday).

All stations may operate the full twelve hours. The 2012 contestAsgust25th."

"Bands & Modes: CW and SSB on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meten®nStaay be worked once per mode of
each band; i.e. KBMAD may be worked looth 40 CW and 40 SSB for point credit. Each station may be
contactedLO times (once per each of thé&nds and once per mode on ehahd)."

Listen around: 80M CW: 3.5455SB: 3.825; 40M CW: 7.045SSB: 7.20020M CW: 14.045 SSB:
14.250; 15M CW: 21.045SSB: 21.300; 10M CW28.045- SSB: 28.450.

Ohio School Receives ARRL Grant

Mogadorelocal Schools, Mogadore, OH received a grant of about $14r600the ARRL Education and
Technology Program (ETP). The ARBxecutive Committee recently approved resource grants for 11
schoolsjncluding the Mogadore Local Schools. More than 590 sshaaioss theountry have received
support from the ETP in the form of grants éguipment, curriculum and resources, as well as teacher in
servicetraining through the Teachers Institute on Wireless Technolggylications for equipment and
resource gnats are accepted twice eagar; application deadlines are May 1 and November 1.

"A central goal of the ETP is to develop a foundation of wirdleessc hnol ogy | i ter acy
teachers and students.efhploys Amateur Radio to explore radiience and electronics apbvide handsn
activities that e mggmatens,®dening doorivagdintonmath, dcsenca and technolog
curriculum topics, as well as other core curriculum areas sugboggaphy and language arts," saigl th
announcement of the grants.

"ETP grants for school radio stations are awarded to schoolsrthadie a plan to use Amateur Radio as
part of an enrichment prograamd/or as part of in classroom learning," the announcement continued.

Dear member orvisitor,

Amateur Radio continues to be at the brink of major probleqmmoblems brought to our door by others
problems that the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) continues to fight and in large part to overcomg
thanks to the support of itsembers.

Although my message this time will be short, | hope it will be viewed very seriously by its readers;
especially by readers who do not belong to the ARRL. | have said for quite some time that Amateur Rad
exists thanks to the work of the ARRNotice that | did not say our lewange frequency bands; | said Amatel
Radio. Note that | did not say DX'ing or Contesting or any number of otheraseories of activity within
Amateur Radio, | said Amateur Radiatself -- totally.

Often loverhear people ethe-air say they have no interest in supporting ARRL because ARRL does

y

0]

=

nothing for them. This generally is heard on UHF or VHF bands. The operator who has made the statement
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seems to have the wrong impression that because he or slieeqgeacies and modes that provide local
communications, ARRL's work has no effect on them. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Wherever we operate from Very Low Frequencies (VLF) through the Low Bands (HF) through Very H
Frequencies (VHF) tlough our GHz bands, it is solely because of ARRL that we can enjoy operating ther
Period.

Whether there is an attack on 440 MHz or 40 meters, it is ARRL that
leads the defense. It was ARRL that lead the fight to expand the 40M K
internationallyand is still leading the fight to complete the move of
broadcast stations from it. It is the same ARRL that lead the defense tq
the effort just last year to take part of our 440 band and divert it to othe
use. At the same time, it is ARRL that isdieng the effort to expand the 6
M band to develop premptive defense of our bands above 33 cm while
the same time continuing to work for a new band in the 500 kHz range

ARRL not relevant to some amateurs? Life certainly can be extreme
simplewhen one chooses not to be informed. The truth is that the only
amateur operator for whom ARRL may be irrelevant is one who is no
longer interested in Amateur Radio.

| wish you good operating, good DX, good contesting, good
experimenting, good buildg, good whatever phase of Amateur Radio
lights your interest in hamming is. Occasionally, as you enjoy your
operating, give a passing thought and thanks to ARRL for making it all -, ‘.
possible. o

Jim Weaver, K8JE

Director, ARRL Great Lakes Division

DisassemblfComplete: Heathkit iSNo More

The St. Joseph Township company that delighted hobbyists for
decades and at one time employed up to 1,800 people locally is sellin
w h at 0Bhe rerenfints of a ongeoud company with a long history in
theTwin Cities are now on the auction block.

Owner Don Desrochers confirmed this week that Heathkit is deat.
known as Heathkit Educational Systems, the company that once empl o
hundreds of people has closed after defaulting on a lease at 2024
Hawthone Ave. in St. Joseph Township. The work force at the end we *
half-dozen.

In a phone interview from his home in Dallas, Desrochers said he has filed for bankruptcy and a bank
owns what o6s | eft eséizeddterastarne keing solddBliaevaactioad_ori Marainkak,
Heat hkitds | ast president and CEO,Destoehers sail shé ant the
remaining handful of workers did a good jobtotheénd.he si tuati on was pur el

s a i dathkiti(Etlecational Systems) was primarily dependent upon federal and state funding for schools.

Spending in education continued to drop down,

The Heath Co. was founded in 1926 as an aircraft aasnput shifted its focus several times to remain
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competitive. After World War Il the company switched to the electronics industry and bought a large surg
wartime electronic parts to build kits. The company once employed as many as 1,800 peeplavin tities.
Heathkit was a division of the Heath Co., which eventually split to become Zenith Data Systems, which t
most of the workers, and Heath/Zenith and Heathkit, which together kept a couple hundred workers, Deg
said. Heath/Zenith was lsbin 1999 to a corporation that moved it out of state. Heathkit stayed in the Twin
Cities.Heathkit had left the kit business in 1992. By then its Heathkit Educational Systems division was
focusing on selling educational systems, such as hardware andlswmmcareer and vocational training. In
2008 the company vacated a building at 455 Riverview Drive in Benton Harbor and moved into the 25,0(

lus

DOk
rock

)0

squarefoot section of a 330,068quare foot building in St. Joseph Township owned by Southshore Compagnies.

In 2011 Heathkit announced it would get back in the kit business. Theferoekwas down to 220 people.
wasn ot s u s Phid Makiatledsweer af

AWhen we got back int
HEATEIKIT
Southshore Companies, said Heathkit abandon:g

losing the education business faster thamweee

growing the kit busin
its lease around March, and Southshore got notice in May that Desrbabeteclared bankruptcy and
Heathkit would be closed.

Altds a sad t hi ndisdidoirA tlhoet coofmnuusnigtrye,wo uMpa usi ng

they ended the way they did. o
Inspired Steve Jobs

Heat hkit is mentioned in Walter -fosndenand ahairdman/CBO
of Apple Inc. Jobs talks ofvist i ng t he garage of Larry Long, an
family. He says Long t ur niteydursélfikite foronraking bam fiaties artd lother
el ectronic gear . 0

Jobs says the kits helped him realize theremweaémit to the things a pson could build and understand.
AWhen | was a kid both my dad and the Heathkit
saying.

Desrochers said he bought Heathkit in 2005 and had worked for the company thrédy &g president and
CEO from 19952000. He said that during that time about-15% people worked there. In 2000 Desrochers

moved to Texas to pursue another business opportunity. He bought Heathkit when it was offered for salg

2005 but continued livig in TexasHe said closing Heathkit was hard forhiilnl t was a toug
you candét operate and | ose money. Hopefully th
empl oyees for a long time, 0 Desrochers said.

John Oliphant bBenton Harbor said he started working for Heath/Zenith in 1984 and later worked for
Heathkit, for a total of almost 28 yeaisl t was a great company, and |

0w 0

e

a lot of different angles in the business. It was a gace to work, and the people there in the end were reglly

good to work with,o Oliphant said. 0 Ohphantr wihowasa
project manager and technical writer for Heathkit, was laid off last December. Hear&s/for TriCounty
Computers in Watervliei | 6 m actually doing what | used to W
maintainingc o mput er systems, 0 he said.
Julie Swidwa
Staff Writer 1 The Herald Palladium
St.Jospeh Benton Harbor, Ml July19, 2012
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